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Research @ Department of Neurology 
 

Dear Reader,  

With this newsletter, we have the pleasure to give you insights into ongoing research activities 

at our Department and to portrait the people behind it. In addition, we would like to inform you 

about upcoming events, recent publications and open calls for proposals.  

We hope you will enjoy reading it! 

The Research Board of the Department of Neurology 
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Just Asking… 
 

Vincent Pernet, PhD 

 

What are your main research interest? 

For a long time, I have tried to understand how the visual system is 

affected by traumatic and ischemic injuries. My work contributed to 

show that the neutralization of specific molecules inhibiting neuronal 

plasticity (e.g. Nogo-A) can improve visual recovery in mouse 

models of ocular diseases. The same approach may be valid to increase the function of spinal 

cord neurons in multiple sclerosis (MS), as we have recently observed in a project to which I 

collaborated with Prof. Andrew Chan. In the last few years, I started working on complex 

pathologies involving inflammatory molecular processes such as those taking place in MS or 

Neuromyelitis Optica Spectrum Disorders (NMOSD). MS is a very prevalent and incurable 

disease of the CNS. Although less frequent than MS, NMOSD can be very aggressive and 

disabilitating. Current challenges are to find accurate and sensitive monitoring methods and 

efficient treatments for these diseases. To find new biomarkers of NMOSD activity, we have 

recently established a collaboration with Prof. Smita Saxena (Dept. Neurology, Uni. Bern) and 

CSL Behring (Bern) where clinical and research expertises are combined. With a similar 

objective, my team has explored the possibility of using visual function tests, including 

electroretinogram recordings, to follow in a non-invasive manner the manifestations of MS. Our 

recent data suggest that the use of ophthalmic techniques is relevant to detect MS activity. I 

think that these examples of project reflect well my interest in the development of methods that 

may ameliorate the follow-up and treatment of MS and other associated diseases.  

 

What is your motivation to do research? 

During my PhD and even more later when I became a postdoctoral researcher in the laboratory 

of Prof. Martin Schwab in Zurich, I felt a growing need to develop research projects whose 

results may contribute to improve the life of sick people. My increasing motivation to do 

translational research paralleled the emergence of new molecular tools allowing us to block 

pathological mechanisms in animal models of diseases. By saying this, I am thinking about 

therapeutic antibodies, engineered viral vectors, pharmacological modulators, etc. With the 



 Klinische 
Neurowissenschaften 

                                                                                                      Bern 

 
 
 

3 
 

 

recent development of imaging and gene editing techniques and others, I think that it has never 

been a better time to do translational research than now. Of course, the success in this type 

of research depends on the collaboration with clinicians. This is one of the reasons why I 

decided to join the laboratory of NeuroImmunology at the Neurology department in October 

2020.  

 

Vincent Pernet is research group leader and lab lead of the Neuroimmunology lab at the ZEN, as well 

as Adjunct Professor at the University Laval, Quebec City, Canada. Contact: vincent.pernet@insel.ch  

  

 

 

 

back 

  

mailto:vincent.pernet@insel.ch
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Congratulations 
 

1) Awarded Grants (in chronological order)  

 

Prof. Dr. med. Urs Fischer (Co-Applicant) 

Funding Institution:  SNF, Investigator Initiated Clinical Trials,  

IICT (Link)  

Title:  Mechanical thrombectomy for Medium  

Vessel Occlusion stroke – a pragmatic, 

multicentre, randomized trial with blinded 

outcome assessment (DISTAL) 

       PI: Prof. Dr. med. Marios-Nikos Psychogios, 

Head of Diagnostic and Interventional 

Neuroradiology, University Hospital Basel 

       Awarded Grant: CHF 1’472’719.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Dr. med. Andrew Chan       Prof. Dr.phil.nat. Smita Saxena     Dr.rer.nat. Vincent Pernet  

 

Research Cooperation with CSL Behring AG (Link) 

Research Topic:  Investigation of extracellular vesicle-derived biomarkers and surrogate 

markers for neuromyelitis optica spectrum disorder 

Awarded Budget:  CHF 450’000.00   

 

 

https://www.snf.ch/de/hyaJhBlfsmd618fO/foerderung/programme/iict
https://www.cslbehring.ch/
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Dr. med. Lara Diem  

Funding Institution:  Nachwuchsförderungs-Grants (previously 

CTU Grants) (Link)  

Title:  Immunoglobulin deficiency a treatable 

cause of fatigue in patients with Multiple 

Sclerosis (MS)? - A Prospective 

Observational Fatigue Trial 

 Awarded Grant: PRT (20%/ 12 months) + Consumables 

Lab and Study Nurse 

 

 

Strategic Research Funding of the Faculty of Medicine   

                                                                                                                                       

Prof. Dr. med. A.Chan     Prof. Dr. med. R. Wiest    Prof. Dr. T.Nef 

        (Neuroradiology)    (ARTORG) 

 

Title:  A digital reference network platform for clinical and 

experimental neuroscience – deep phenotyping and data 

integration 

Lead:      Prof. A.Chan, Prof. R.Wiest, Prof. T.Nef 

Involved Research Groups:  Stroke/ Neurovascular Group, Neuroimmunology/ MS 

Group, Sleep/ SWEZ Group 

Awarded Grant:   CHF 800’000 for 2 years 

 

 

 

 

https://netz.insel.ch/index.php?id=11245
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Dr. med. Tatiana Brémovà-Ertl  

Funding Institution:  Innosuisse (Link)  

Title:  The NeurOphthalmoscope – Early 

diagnosis of brain diseases 

 

 

Project Management:  machineMD (start-up located at sitem) 

Main Research Partner:  CSEM – Centre suisse d’éléctronique et de microtechnique 

Awarded Grant:     CHF 1’256’968 (total sum)/ CHF 277’172 (share T.Brémovà)

                        

 

2) Outstanding Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PD Dr. med. Mirjam R. Heldner       Prof. Dr. med. Marcel Arnold 

(Co-first Author)                        (Co-last Author)                        

Sánchez van Kammen M*, Heldner MR*, Brodard J, Scutelnic A, Silvis S, Schroeder V, Hovinga JA, Middeldorp 

S, Levi M, Hiltunen S, Lindgren E, Mansour M, Arauz A, Barboza MA, Zuurbier SM, Aguiar de Sousa D, Ferro JM, 

Fischer U, Field TS, Jood K, Tatlisuma T, Putaala J, Arnold M†, Coutinho JM†. Frequency of Thrombocytopenia 

and Platelet Factor 4/Heparin Antibodies in Patients With Cerebral Venous Sinus Thrombosis Prior to the COVID-

19 Pandemic. JAMA. 2021 Jul 27;326(4):332-338. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.9889. 

*shared first authorship   

† shared last authorship 

Press Release Insel Gruppe 

 

https://www.innosuisse.ch/inno/de/home.html
https://www.machinemd.com/
https://www.csem.ch/Home
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2781791
https://netz.insel.ch/de/news-1/eigenschaften-von-sinusvenenthrombosen-vor-der-covid-19-pandemie/
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3) Highlights in Teaching 

The MAS in Stroke Medicine has been approved by the Faculty of Medicine and the Senate of 

the University of Bern. The registration is open; a first cohort will start in spring semester 2022. 

Link   

 

 

 

 

https://www.unibe.ch/continuing_education_programs/mas_in_stroke_medicine/index_eng.html
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Prof. Dr. med. Simon Jung 

Has been appointed Associated Editor to the e-Learning 

Editorial Board of the European Academy of Neurology, 

EAN. 

Link 

 

 

 

 

back 

  

https://www.ean.org/home/organisation/committees-and-working-groups/e-learning-sub-committee
https://www.ean.org/home/organisation/committees-and-working-groups/e-learning-sub-committee
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Call for Grants and Prizes 

 
Nachwuchsförderungs-Grants für Patientenorientierte Forschung der Insel-

Gruppe (previously CTU Grants) 

 
Focus of the grant: Clinical research; Protected Research Time 

Eligible for:   Young researchers (MD; no habilitation; younger than 40) 

 

• Eligible for the Nachwuchsförderungs-Grants are young clinicians (MD; no habilitation), 

employed at least one year at Insel Gruppe. 

• The Nachwuchsförderungs-Grants can only be used for clinical research within Insel 

Gruppe.  

• Max. duration is of 24 months; max. amount of CHF 80’000 (salary of the applicant and 

max. of CHF 8’000 for consumables) 

• Submission Deadline: 31 October 2021; internal deadline research board: 15 

October 2021 (short summary of the project to C.Kottler; chantal.kottler@insel.ch). 

Link 

 

 

SNF Ambizione 

 
Focus of the grant: All disciplines; salary and project cost 

Eligible for:   Advanced researchers (PhD or MD/ Staatsexamen). 

 

• Ambizione grants are aimed at young researchers who wish to conduct, manage and 

lead an independent project at a Swiss higher education institution. 

• An Ambizione grant covers the grantee's salary and the funds needed to carry out the 

project. An Ambizione project grant, however, comprises only project funds. The grants 

are awarded for a maximum of four years.  

• Applicants must hold a Doctorate (PhD) or have completed their medical studies 
(Staatsexamen or equivalent exam). 
 

• Submission Deadline: 1 November 2021 Link 

mailto:chantal.kottler@insel.ch
https://netz.insel.ch/index.php?id=11245
https://www.snf.ch/en/N18L3oGWomTSSGkF/funding/careers/ambizione
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SNF PRIMA 

 
Focus of the grant: All disciplines; professorship, incl. salary and project cost 

Eligible for:  Female Senior researchers (PhD/ MD-PhD + 2 years of research experience; MD/ 

Staatsexamen + 3 years of clinical work and 2 years of research after the MD). 

 

• PRIMA grants are aimed at excellent women 

researchers who show a high potential for 

obtaining a professorship. 

• PRIMA grants cover the grantee's salary and 

project costs for a five-year period. 

• With this competitive grant, PRIMA grantees can carve out a name for themselves and 

take the next step up the academic career ladder: a professorship. 

• Submission Deadline: 1 November 2021 Link 

 

 

Other Open Calls for Proposals 

• UniBE BCPM Project Call for Young Investigators 

 Deadline: 27 August 2021 Link  

• UniBE ID Grants 

 Deadline: 29 August 2021 Link  

• EAN Research Fellowship 

 Deadline: 31 August 2021 Link  

• UniBE Doc.Mobility 

 Deadline: 1 September 2021 Link  

• sitem-insel Support Funds (SISF) 

 Deadline: 15 September 2021 Link  

• CAIM Research Fund 

 Deadline: 15 September 2021 Link  

 

https://www.snf.ch/en/soMWfibVDpNMVR36/funding/careers/prima
https://www.bcpm.unibe.ch/call_for_projects
https://www.unibe.ch/research/promotion_of_research/uni_internal_grants/id_grants/index_eng.html
https://www.ean.org/learn/fellowships-and-funding/research-fellowship
https://www.unibe.ch/forschung/forschungsfoerderung/uniinterne_foerdergefaesse/unibe_docmobility/index_ger.html
https://www.unibe.ch/forschung/forschungsfoerderung/uniinterne_foerdergefaesse/sisf/index_ger.html
https://www.caim.unibe.ch/research/research_fund/index_eng.html
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• Forschungspreis der Schweizerischen Hirnliga 

 Deadline: 30 September 2021 Link  

• SNF Project Funding 

 Deadline: 1 October 2021 Link  

• Nachwuchsförderungs-Grants  

Deadline: 31 October 2021; internal deadline (Research Board 15 October 2021) Link  

• SNF Agora  

Deadline: 15 October 2021 Link 

• UniBE Projektpool  

Deadline: 21 October 2021 Link  

• Johanna Dürmüller-Bol DBMR Research Award 2021 

Deadline: 25 October 2021 Guidelines and Application Form 

• SNF Ambizione  

Deadline: 1 November 2021 Link  

• SNF PRIMA  

Deadline: 1 November 2021 Link  

• SNF SPIRIT  

Deadline: 2 November 2021 Link  

• ERC Synergy Grant  

Deadline: 10 November 2021 Link  

• SNF Sinergia  

Deadline: 1 December 2021 Link  

 

 

back 

 

  

https://www.hirnliga.ch/de/forschungspreis/ausschreibung
http://www.snf.ch/de/foerderung/projekte/projekte-in-allen-disziplinen/Seiten/default.aspx
https://netz.insel.ch/index.php?id=11245
https://snf.ch/en/JnT2xEAERCgO8qQc/funding/science-communication/agora
https://www.unibe.ch/research/promotion_of_research/uni_internal_grants/promotion_fund/index_eng.html
file://///FILER300/NEUR3000/NRLK_RESEARCH/NRLK_Research/02_RESEARCH/02.3_Documents%20and%20Regulations/02.2.2_Misc/JDBAward_Guidelines_2021.pdf
file://///FILER300/NEUR3000/NRLK_RESEARCH/NRLK_Research/02_RESEARCH/02.3_Documents%20and%20Regulations/02.2.2_Misc/JDBAward_ApplicationForm_2021.docx
https://www.snf.ch/en/N18L3oGWomTSSGkF/funding/careers/ambizione
https://www.snf.ch/en/soMWfibVDpNMVR36/funding/careers/prima
https://www.snf.ch/en/nlghrhyzbD90TM9D/funding/programmes/spirit
https://erc.europa.eu/funding/synergy-grants
https://www.snf.ch/en/HzVMPWm96mz69ZJ8/funding/programmes/sinergia
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Important Dates 

 
• 7th European Stroke Conference, 1 - 3 September 2021, virtual conference, Link 

 

• Symposium Neurorehabilitation und Abschiedssymposium Prof. René Müri, 23 

September 2021, 13:30 - 17:30; Hörsaal Langhans, Inselspital, Link 

 

• SNG Annual Meeting, 18 – 19 November 2021, Congress Center Kursaal Interlaken, 

Link 

 

For further events of the Department, please check our website.  

 

 

 

back 

 

  

https://eso-conference.org/
http://www.neurologie.insel.ch/de/veranstaltungen/details/detail/symposium-neurorehabilitation-und-abschiedssymposium-prof-r-mueri/
https://sng2021.congress-imk.ch/frontend/index.php?folder_id=1918&page_id=
http://www.neurologie.insel.ch/de/veranstaltungen/
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Support 
 
1) Topic of the Month: New Research Manager in Psychosomatics Medicine 
 

Ms. Manuela Steinauer is the new research manager of the Psychosomatics Medicine. She 

joined the team in August 2021.   

Manuela Steinauer joined the Department of Neurology on 

August 1st and supports Prof. Aybek and Dr. Bischoff as a 

research manager at the psychosomatics medicine. She is 

responsible for the project management of clinical studies 

and research projects in the psychosomatics medicine, 

compliance with GCP guidelines and ensuring PSMK 

quality standards.   

Manuela studied business administration with a 

specialization in general management in Zurich and Boston, 

completed a CAS in research management at the University 

of Bern and is currently doing her master’s degree in health 

economics. Before she joined our department, she worked 

as a research coordinator in an interdisciplinary network in 

sleep and chronobiology research and medicine at the 

Department of Neurology, University Hospital in Zurich, as assistant at the Department of 

Psychology and as deputy HR manager at the Department of Economics at the University of 

Zurich.   

Welcome to the Department, Manuela! 

Contact: manuela.steinauer@insel.ch 

 

 

2) Other News 

Non-association of Switzerland to Horizon Europe: transitional measures envisaged 

(4.8.2021) 

The State Secretariat for Education, Research and 

Innovation (SERI) is currently drafting a mandate 

for the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNF) to 

implement a suitable transition solution for the 2021 

calls for ERC Advanced Grants (AdGs) and MSCA 

Postdoctoral Fellowships. These funding schemes 

will be aligned as closely as possible with the ERC 

AdG and MSCA calls, but with independent 

mailto:manuela.steinauer@insel.ch
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submission deadlines. The measure developed will be submitted to the Federal Council and 

Parliament as part of the credit and budget process. SERI will provide further information in 

due course. 

Link to SERI 

Link to SNF 

Link to Euresearch 

Link to UniBE Grants Office 

 

 

SNF Agora – Where Research meets the Public 

• The Agora scheme aims to foster dialogue between 

scientists and society. It encourages researchers to 

communicate their current research to an audience of lay people. Agora projects have to initiate 

a dialogue between researchers and the public in which they interact and listen to each other.  

• Projects with a budget of up to CHF 200,000 (Agora projects) need to be submitted by the 

Agora submission deadline on 15 October (see also section “Call for Grants and Prizes”, 

above).  

• Projects with a budget of up to CHF 50,000 (Agora rolling call projects) can be submitted all 

year round. Funding decisions will be communicated within four months.  Link 

 

 

3) Trainings and Workshops

 

Courses and Workshops of the UniBE University Library  

Have a look at the extensive course offerings of the University Library of the 
University of Bern. Find courses on academic researching, academic writing, or reference 
management software. In general, all courses are free of charge for UniBE and Insel staff.  
Link 

 

CTU Trainings: 

Clinical Investigators I: Basic GCP & clinical research training 

This is a course split in two parts. The first part consists of self-learning and home-based 

exercises. For the second part, participants will attend the lectures and workshops. The course 

is designed to introduce basic concepts of patient-oriented clinical research to health care 

professionals involved in the recruitment of study participants. 

https://www.sbfi.admin.ch/sbfi/en/home/research-and-innovation/international-cooperation-r-and-i/eu-framework-programmes-for-research/horizon-europe.html/?_fumanNewsletterId=700596:55a640448133e6cb7cd029efacbfa2f1
https://www.snf.ch/en/JloGGPbFEhParCw4/news/non-association-of-switzerland-to-horizon-europe-transitional-measures-envisaged
https://www.euresearch.ch/en/horizon-europe-17.html
https://www.unibe.ch/research/promotion_of_research/funding/funding_programs/eu/index_eng.html
https://snf.ch/en/JnT2xEAERCgO8qQc/funding/science-communication/agora
https://snf.ch/en/JnT2xEAERCgO8qQc/funding/science-communication/agora
https://www.ub.unibe.ch/service/kurse_und_beratung/index_ger.html
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• Tuesday, 12 October 2021 

1 full day: 8:15-17:30 

Date for voluntary exam: 19 October 2021, 14:00 - 15:30 (to get 1.0 ECTS) 

Link and Registration 

 

Course dates 2022 

 Tuesday, 15 February 2022; This course will be held online on zoom; 1 full day: 

8:15-17:30; Date for voluntary exam (to get 1.0 ECTS): date to be decided 

 Tuesday, 19 + 26 April 2022; This course will be held on site at Mittelstrasse 43, 

3012 Bern; 2 half days: 8:15-12:25 (on 19 April) and 13:25-17:30 (on 26 April); Date 

for voluntary exam (to get 1.0 ECTS): date to be decided 

 Tuesday, 09 + 16 August 2022; This course will be held online on zoom; 2 half days: 

8:15-12:25 (on 9 August) and 13:25-17:30 (on 16 August); Date for voluntary exam 

(to get 1.0 ECTS): date to be decided 

 Tuesday, 11 October 2022; This course will be held on site at Mittelstrasse 43, 3012 

Bern: 1 full day: 8:15-17:30; Date for voluntary exam (to get 1.0 ECTS): date to be 

decided 

The registration page is being set up. Registrations open on September 1st 2021. 

Registration is possible until one week before course start. 

 

 

Clinical Investigators II: Advanced GCP & clinical research training 

This is a course which aims at providing especially sponsor-investigators and principal 

investigators with the knowledge to set-up their own project. 

 

• Tuesday, 7 + 14 September 2021 

This course will be held on site at Mittelstrasse 43, 3012 Bern 

2 half days: 8:15-12:25 (on 7 September) and 13:25-17:30 (on 14 September) 

Date for voluntary exam: 22 September 2021, 14:00 - 15:30 (to get 0.5 ECTS) 

 

• Tuesday, 16 + 23 November 2021 

This course will be held online on zoom. 

2 half days: 8:15-12:25 (on 16 November) and 13:25-17:30 (on 23 November) 

Date for voluntary exam: 30 November 2021, 14:00 - 15:30 (to get 0.5 ECTS) 

Link and Registration 

 

 

https://www.ctu.unibe.ch/training_courses/research_ethics_and_gcp/clinical_investigators_i/index_eng.html
https://www.ctu.unibe.ch/training_courses/research_ethics_and_gcp/clinical_investigators_ii/index_eng.html
https://www.ctu.unibe.ch/training_courses/research_ethics_and_gcp/clinical_investigators_ii/index_eng.html
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GCP Refresher for clinical research 

This course is aimed at providing a refresher training to clinical investigators with the essential 

knowledge of Good Clinical Practice (GCP) and of other regulatory and ethical requirements, 

and the skills for contributing to clinical trials. 

The GCP Refresher course is split in four parts, whereas each part of the course is held as a 

separate CTU Lecture. 

Lecture 1: consists of the basic principles and study project required documentation.         

Lecture 2: addresses study preparation and conduct.                                                       

Lecture 3: continues on study conduct and project closure.                                                 

Lecture 4: is kept flexible and will address additional learning contents such as upcoming 

regulatory changes or key topics in clinical research. 

Evening Round:  
• Lecture 1: Wednesday, 29th September 2021, 17.00-17.45, online via zoom 
• Lecture 2: Wednesday, 27th October 2021, 17.00-17.45, online via zoom 
• Lecture 3: Wednesday, 24h November 2021, 17.00-17.45, online via zoom 
• Lecture 4: Wednesday, 8th December 2021, 17.00-17.45, online via zoom 

Link and Registration 

 

REDCap Database Implementation 

The course will give an introduction to the Clinical Data 

Management System REDCap and is designed for persons 

who plan to set up their own study in REDCap. After the course researchers will be able to set 

up their own database in REDCap. Target audience: Clinical Researchers, Study Nurses and 

all persons who would like to set up their own study in REDCap. 

Next Training Dates 

 Thu, 09. SEPT 2021, 15.00-17.00, Online – Deutsch 

 Thu, 07. OCT 2021, 15.00-17.00, online – English 

 Thu, 04. NOV 2021, 15.00-17.00, online – German 

 Thu, 02. DEC 2021, 15.00-17.00, online – English 

 

 

 

https://www.ctu.unibe.ch/training_courses/research_ethics_and_gcp/gcp_refresher_for_clinical_research/index_eng.html
https://www.ctu.unibe.ch/training_courses/research_ethics_and_gcp/gcp_refresher_for_clinical_research/index_eng.html
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Additional dates will follow. Until further notice, all REDCap courses will be offered online. 

The course participants will receive a personal e-mail with specific instructions on how to 

login to the digital class room before the course is held. 

Link and Registration 

  

 

 

back  

  

https://www.ctu.unibe.ch/training_courses/redcap_database_implementation/index_eng.html
https://www.ctu.unibe.ch/training_courses/redcap_database_implementation/index_eng.html
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Gender Equality and Diversity 
If you come across interesting news and/ or would like to read about a specific topic related to 

gender equality and diversity, please let us know (chantal.kottler@insel.ch).  

 

Let’s Talk! Dr. med. Tatiana Brémovà-Ertl 

  

 

1) Outstanding publication on the topic 

Ass. Prof. Athina Tzovara of the Institute of Computer Science of the University of Bern and 

affiliated with our Department (SWEZ/ NeuroTEC), has been co-leading and article on gender 

bias and ways to increase the representation of women in academia, published in Neuron.  

 

 

 

 

 

           

Ass. Prof. Athina Tzovara 

Contact: athina.tzovara@inf.unibe.ch 

 

Llorens A, Tzovara A, et al. Gender bias in 

academia: A lifetime problem that needs 

solutions. Neuron. 2021 Jul 7;109(13):2047-2074. doi:10.1016/j.neuron.2021.06.002. 

Press Release UC Berkeley 

What would be your advice to young female and male researchers 

today with regard to their career?  

Go for it! Do what you are passionate about! Try again, fail again- 

and then try harder! And do not mind any obstacles - because 

what does not kill you, makes you stronger 

P.S. We all can manage it also with the family, if we want one…   

 

 

 

mailto:chantal.kottler@insel.ch
mailto:athina.tzovara@inf.unibe.ch
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0896627321004177
https://news.berkeley.edu/2021/07/07/for-neuroscientists-a-checklist-for-eliminating-gender-bias/
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Other publications on the topic:  

Grisold W, Moro E, Ferretti MT, Hege Aamodt A, Arabia G, Lebedeva ER, Carvalho V, Rakusa M, Vonck K, Aybeck 

S, Mansour AH, Goudier R, Giovannoni G, Jaarsma J, Molnar MJ, Matczack M, Bassetti C, de Visser M, EAN 

Gender, Diversity Issues Task Force. Gender issues during the times of COVID-19 pandemic. Eur J Neurol. 2021 

Mar 9;10.1111/ene.14815. doi:10.1111/ene.14815. 

Minen MT, Law EF, Harriott A, Seng EK, Hranilovich J, Szperka CL, Wells RE. Challenges to successful research 

careers in neurology: How gender differences may play a role. Neurology. 2020 Aug 25;95(8):349-359. 

doi:10.1212/WNL.0000000000010285.  

Schrouff J, Pischedda D, Genon S, Fryns G, Pinho AL, Vassena E, Liuzzi AG, Ferreira FS. Gender bias in 

(neuro)science: Facts, consequences, and solutions. Eur J Neurosci. 2019 Oct;50(7):3094-3100. 

doi:10.1111/ejn.14397. 

 

 

2) Insel Gruppe to launch Initiative on Gender Equality  

Equality between women and men is rightly and 

fortunately a mega social issue that will continue 

to shape the next few years. The Insel Gruppe 

has clear equality goals and has already taken 

numerous measures to achieve them - but it is 

not yet where it wants to be when it comes to equality. The Insel Gruppe board of directors 

therefore decided at its meeting on June 25, 2021 to launch the Insel Gruppe gender equality 

initiative. Read here about the initiative and its goals.  

 

 

3) UniBE Office for Gender Equality: Courses on Presentation Skills 

and Empowerment for Women 

The Office for Gender Equality offers courses as an addition to the 

continuing education opportunities of the university and the canton. For 

2021, the following courses are still open for registration. 

 

 Thursday, 21 October 2021, “Nie mehr Lampenfieber! Gesehen, gehört und 

verstanden werden” (in German), course for female staff of UniBE and Insel; 

registration deadline: 23 September 2021; registration: Ms. Luna Greco, Office for 

Gender Equality, luna.greco@unibe.ch  

 

 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ene.14815
https://n.neurology.org/content/95/8/349
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ejn.14397
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ejn.14397
https://netz.insel.ch/de/sp-news/insel-gruppe-lanciert-gleichstellungsinitiative/
https://www.unibe.ch/universitaet/portraet/selbstverstaendnis/gleichstellung/kurse/index_ger.html
mailto:luna.greco@unibe.ch
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 Wednesday, 27 October 2021, “The Messenger is the Message”, Presentation 

training for female docs and postdocs; registration deadline: 29 September 2021; 

registration: Ms. Luna Greco, Office for Gender Equality, luna.greco@unibe.ch  

  

 

 

back 
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Recent Publications 
 

Research on COVID-19 

1) Grisold W, Moro E, Ferretti MT, Hege Aamodt A, Arabia G, Lebedeva ER, Carvalho V, 

Rakusa M, Vonck K, Aybeck S, Mansour AH, Goudier R, Giovannoni G, Jaarsma J, Molnar 

MJ, Matczack M, Bassetti C, de Visser M, EAN Gender, Diversity Issues Task Force. Gender 

issues during the times of COVID-19 pandemic. Eur J Neurol. 2021 Mar 9;10.1111/ene.14815. 

doi:10.1111/ene.14815. 
 

2) Krzywicka K, Heldner MR, et al. Post-SARS-CoV-2-vaccination cerebral venous sinus 

thrombosis: an analysis of cases notified to the European Medicines Agency. Eur J Neurol. 

2021 Jul 22. doi:10.1111/ene.15029. 

 
3) Pistor M, Hoepner AGF, Lin Y, Jung S, Bassetti CL, Chan A, Salmen A, Hoepner R. 

Immunotherapies and COVID-19 mortality: a multidisciplinary open data analysis based on 

FDA's Adverse Event Reporting System. Ann Rheum Dis. 2021 Jul 20;annrheumdis-2021-

220679. doi:10.1136/annrheumdis-2021-220679. 
 

Stroke  

1) Arnold M, (...) Arnold M, Bicvic A, Fischer U, et al. Lipoprotein(a) is associated with large 

artery atherosclerosis stroke aetiology and stroke recurrence among patients below the age of 

60 years: results from the BIOSIGNAL study. Eur Heart J. 2021 Jun 7;42(22):2186-2196. 

doi:10.1093/eurheartj/ehab081. 
 

2) Galea R, (...) Fischer U, et al. Impact of Echocardiographic Guidance on Safety and Efficacy 

of Left Atrial Appendage Closure: An Observational Study. JACC Cardiovasc Interv. 2021 Aug 

23;14(16):1815-1826. doi:10.1016/j.jcin.2021.05.042. 
 

3) Göldlin M, Radojewski P, Siepen B, Müller M, Wiest R, Mordasini P, Polymeris A, Engelter 

ST, Lyrer P, Z'Graggen W, Fischer U, Seiffge D. Die intrazerebrale Hirnblutung: Akutes 

Ereignis und chronische Erkrankung. Ther Umsch. 2021 Aug;78(6):320-327.               

doi:10.1024/0040-5930/a001276. 
 

4) Heldner MR. Primär- und Sekundärprävention des Hirnschlags. Ther Umsch. 2021 

Aug;78(6):247. doi:10.1024/0040-5930/a001268. 

 

5) Kelly P, (...) Fischer U, et al. Colchicine for prevention of vascular inflammation in Non-

CardioEmbolic stroke (CONVINCE) - study protocol for a randomised controlled trial. Eur 

Stroke J. 2021 Jun;6(2):222-228. doi:10.1177/2396987320972566. 
 

6) Meya L, (...) Seiffge DJ, et al. Oral Anticoagulants in Atrial Fibrillation Patients With Recent 

Stroke Who Are Dependent on the Daily Help of Others. Stroke. 2021 Jul 

27;STROKEAHA120033862. doi:10.1161/STROKEAHA.120.033862. 

 

7) Meinel TR, Seiffge D. Reply to "Prior Anticoagulation in Patients with Ischemic Stroke and 

Atrial Fibrillation". Ann Neurol. 2021 Aug 4. doi:10.1002/ana.26184. 

 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ene.14815
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ene.15029
https://ard.bmj.com/content/early/2021/07/20/annrheumdis-2021-220679.long
https://academic.oup.com/eurheartj/article-abstract/42/22/2186/6168588?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1936879821010414?via%3Dihub
https://econtent.hogrefe.com/doi/10.1024/0040-5930/a001276?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://econtent.hogrefe.com/doi/abs/10.1024/0040-5930/a001268?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8370082/
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/STROKEAHA.120.033862?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ana.26184
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8) Sánchez van Kammen M*, Heldner MR*, Brodard J, Scutelnic A, Silvis S, Verena Schroeder 

5, Kremer Hovinga JA, Middeldorp S, Levi M, Hiltunen S, Lindgren E, Mansour M, Arauz A, 

Barboza MA, Zuurbier SM, de Sousa DA, Ferro JM, Fischer U, Field TS, Jood K, Tatlisumak 

T, Putaala J, Arnold M†, Coutinho JM†. Frequency of Thrombocytopenia and Platelet Factor 

4/Heparin Antibodies in Patients With Cerebral Venous Sinus Thrombosis Prior to the COVID-

19 Pandemic. JAMA. 2021 Jul 27;326(4):332-338. doi:10.1001/jama.2021.9889.  
 

9) Seiffge D. Vorhofflimmern und Hirnschlag: Moderne Behandlung und individuelles 

Hirnblutungsrisiko. Ther Umsch. 2021 Aug;78(6):313-319. doi:10.1024/0040-5930/a001275. 
 

10) Vynckier J, Maamari B, Grunder L, Goeldlin MB, Meinel TR, Kaesmacher J, Hakim A, 

Arnold M, Gralla J, Seiffge DJ, Fischer U. Early Neurologic Deterioration in Lacunar Stroke: 

Clinical and Imaging Predictors and Association With Long-term Outcome. Neurology. 2021 

Aug 16;10.1212/WNL.0000000000012661. doi:10.1212/WNL.0000000000012661. 
 

11) Westphal LP, Lohaus N, Winklhofer S, Manzolini C, Held U, Steigmiller K, Hamann JM, El 

Amki M, Dobrocky T, Panos LD, Kaesmacher J, Fischer U, Heldner MR, Luft AR, Gralla J, 

Arnold M, Wiest R, Wegener S. Circle of Willis variants and their association with outcome in 

patients with middle cerebral artery-M1-occlusion stroke. Eur J Neurol. 2021 Jul 7. 

doi:10.1111/ene.15013. 

 

SWEZ 

1) Bassetti CLA, et al. European guideline and expert statements on the management of 

narcolepsy in adults and children. Eur J Neurol. 2021 Sep;28(9):2815-2830. 

doi:10.1111/ene.14888. 

 

2) Schindler KA, Nef T, Baud MO, Tzovara A, Yilmaz G, Tinkhauser G, Gerber SM, Gnarra 

O, Warncke JD, Schütz N, Knobel SEJ, Schmidt MH, Krack P, Fröhlich F, Sznitman R, 

Rothen S, Bassetti CLA. NeuroTec Sitem-Insel Bern: Closing the Last Mile in Neurology. 

Clin. Transl. Neurosci. 2021, 5(2), 13; doi:10.3390/ctn5020013. 

 

3) Schindler KA, Rahimi A. A Primer on Hyperdimensional Computing for iEEG Seizure 

Detection. Front Neurol. 2021 Jul 20;12:701791. doi:10.3389/fneur.2021.701791. 

 

Neuroimmunology 

1) Diem L, Chan A. Persisting lymphopenia and dimethyl fumarate: A clinical commentary. Mult 

Scler. 2021 Jul;27(8):1309-1310. doi:10.1177/1352458521996698. 

 

2) Gili-Kovács J, Hoepner R, Salmen A, Bagnoud M, Gold R, Chan A, Briner M. An algorithm 

using clinical data to predict the optimal individual glucocorticoid dosage to treat multiple 

sclerosis relapses. Ther Adv Neurol Disord. 2021 Jun 17;14:17562864211020074. 

doi:10.1177/17562864211020074. 

 

 

 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2781791
https://econtent.hogrefe.com/doi/10.1024/0040-5930/a001275?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://n.neurology.org/content/early/2021/08/16/WNL.0000000000012661.long
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ene.15013
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ene.14888
https://doi.org/10.3390/ctn5020013
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fneur.2021.701791/full
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1352458521996698?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/17562864211020074?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
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3) Hunter SF, (...) Chan A, et al. Confirmed 6-Month Disability Improvement and Worsening 

Correlate with Long-term Disability Outcomes in Alemtuzumab-Treated Patients with Multiple 

Sclerosis: Post Hoc Analysis of the CARE-MS Studies. Neurol Ther. 2021 Jun 24. 

doi:10.1007/s40120-021-00262-3. 

 

Zentrum für Seltene Krankheiten 

1) Bremova-Ertl T, et al. Efficacy and safety of N-acetyl-L-leucine in Niemann-Pick disease type 

C. J Neurol. 2021 Aug 13;1-12. doi:10.1007/s00415-021-10717-0. 

 

2) Bremova-Ertl T, et al. A cross-sectional, prospective ocular motor study in 72 patients with 

Niemann-Pick disease type C. Eur J Neurol. 2021 Sep;28(9):3040-3050. 

doi:10.1111/ene.14955. 

 

3) Churchill GC, Strupp M, Factor C, Bremova-Ertl T, et al. Acetylation turns leucine into a drug 

by membrane transporter switching. Sci Rep. 2021 Aug 4;11(1):15812. doi:10.1038/s41598-

021-95255-5. 

 

ZfPB 

1) Duchet B, Ghezzi F, Weerasinghe G, Tinkhauser G, Kühn AA, Brown P, Bick C, Bogacz R. 

Average beta burst duration profiles provide a signature of dynamical changes between the 

ON and OFF medication states in Parkinson's disease. PLoS Comput Biol. 2021 Jul 

7;17(7):e1009116. doi:10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009116. 

 

2) Schedlich-Teufer C, Jost ST, Krack P, Witt K, Weintraub D, Baldermann JC, Sommerauer M, 

Amstutz D, van Eimeren T, Salimi Dafsari H, Kalbe E, Visser-Vandewalle V, Fink GR, Kessler 

J, Barbe MT. Assessment of Affective-Behavioral States in Parkinson's Disease Patients: 

Towards a New Screening Tool. J Parkinsons Dis. 2021;11(3):1417-1430.      

doi:10.3233/JPD-202375. 

 

3) Weiss D, Volkmann J, Fasano A, Kühn A, Krack P*, Deuschl G* (*contributed equally). 

Changing Gears - DBS For Dopaminergic Desensitization in Parkinson's Disease? Ann 

Neurol. 2021 Jul 7. doi:10.1002/ana.26164. 

 

Headache 

1) Puledda F, Schankin CJ, et al. Localised increase in regional cerebral perfusion in patients 

with visual snow syndrome: a pseudo-continuous arterial spin labelling study. J Neurol 

Neurosurg Psychiatry. 2021 Sep;92(9):918-926. doi:10.1136/jnnp-2020-325881. 

 

 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs40120-021-00262-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00415-021-10717-0
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ene.14955
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-95255-5
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-95255-5
https://journals.plos.org/ploscompbiol/article?id=10.1371/journal.pcbi.1009116
https://content.iospress.com/articles/journal-of-parkinsons-disease/jpd202375
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ana.26164
https://jnnp.bmj.com/content/92/9/918.long


 Klinische 
Neurowissenschaften 

                                                                                                      Bern 

 
 
 

24 
 

 

Neurorehabilitation 

1) Chiffi K, Diana L, Hartmann M, Cazzoli D, Bassetti CL, Müri RM, Eberhard-Moscicka AK. 

Spatial asymmetries ("pseudoneglect") in free visual exploration-modulation of age and 

relationship to line bisection. Exp Brain Res. 2021 Jul 4. doi:10.1007/s00221-021-06165-x.  
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For any comments on the newsletter as well as all  

research related questions, please contact: 

Chantal Kottler 

chantal.kottler@insel.ch 

031 66 4 06 19 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs00221-021-06165-x
mailto:chantal.kottler@insel.ch

